Building Blocks SPCD 619 Class 8
All experimental designs, including single-case designs, use a logic of planned comparisons: comparing at least 2 experimental conditions (their effect on a dependent variable [s] ).
All single case designs are variations of using A and B phases (conditions) to make planned comparisons.
A = baseline; B=some type of intervention
Replication is used to control for threats to internal validity.
A-B design is the most basic single case design.
It is not an experimental design and cannot be used to demonstrate a functional relation. Can only provide "weak correlational conclusions".
It is useful for clinical and educational settings. Azrin & Wesolowski (1974) What are the strengths and the weaknesses of this study and its design? u Data in each phase must demonstrate stability before moving to next phase.
u Conditions must be re-introduced and effects replicated in a similar manner.
u Should have a plan to minimize sequence effects.
